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Preliminary findings subject to adjustments



• Water-related investments to 2050

– Water supply

– Wastewater collection and treatment

– Flood protection

• Pending issues

– Compliance with Water Framework Directive

– Climate change

– Contaminants of emerging concern
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Scope



BASELINE (2011-2015)
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Per capita annual expenditures for water supply 
and sanitation per member state

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Romania

Bulgaria

Lithuania

Estonia

Latvia

Finland

Croatia

Slovakia

Portugal

Hungary

Poland

Spain

Greece

Sweden

Malta

Austria

Czech Republic

Italy

Belgium

Denmark

United Kingdom

France

Slovenia

Cyprus

Germany

Ireland

Netherlands

Luxembourg

Supply Sanitation

EUR, 2011-15 
annual average

N
o

te: Likely o
verestim

ate o
f su

p
p

ly-related
 exp

en
d

itu
res (an

d
 co

rresp
o

n
d

in
g 

u
n

d
erestim

ate o
f san

itatio
n

) in
 co

u
n

tries w
h

ere w
astew

ater-related
 ch

arged
 are 

in
clu

d
ed

 in
 th

e w
ater b

ill. To
tal exp

en
d

itu
re fo

r Fin
lan

d
, C

ro
atia an

d
 Sw

ed
en

 are 
kn

o
w

n
 to

 b
e u

n
d

erestim
ated

 d
u

e to
 d

ata lim
itatio

n
s.

So
u

rce: O
EC

D
 an

alysis b
ased

 o
n

 EU
R

O
STA

T (G
en

eral go
vern

m
en

t exp
en

d
itu

re b
y 

fu
n

ctio
n

, Fin
al co

n
su

m
p

tio
n

 exp
en

d
itu

re o
n

 en
viro

n
m

en
tal p

ro
tectio

n
 services b

y 
in

stitu
tio

n
al secto

r, Fin
al co

n
su

m
p

tio
n

 exp
en

d
itu

re o
f h

o
u

seh
o

ld
s b

y co
n

su
m

p
tio

n
 

p
u

rp
o

se, M
ean

 co
n

su
m

p
tio

n
 exp

en
d

itu
re b

y d
etailed

 C
O

IC
O

P
 level). 



5

Macroeconomic affordability

Source: OECD analysis based on EUROSTAT (WSS-related public and household expenditures, GDP, population).



PROJECTIONS (2015-2030)
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• Current levels of expenditure: Eurostat data, combining a 
range of data sets

– Overestimation of WS vis-à-vis WW

– OECD split between OPEX and CAPEX

• Business-as-usual scenario

– Driven by urban population growth

• Additional scenarios

– For water supply: efficiency, access

– For sanitation: compliance (convergence with compliant countries)
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A note on method
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Per capita cumulative additional expenditures
by 2030: BAU + Compliance + efficiency
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FINANCING OPTIONS
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Sources of finance for water supply and 
sanitation services per member state
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Share of EU transfers in estimated total 
expenditures for WSS per country
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Share of WSS expenditures in households’ 
disposable income 

2011-15 
annual 

average

Note: Lack of household 
expenditure data for 
Croatia and Sweden.

Source: OECD analysis 
based on EUROSTAT 
(household expenditures 
and income data)



• Minimise investment needs
– Avoid building future liabilities

– Enhance operation of existing assets

• Make the best use of available resources
– Plan and set priorities

– Explore nature-based solutions (UK, EIB…)

• Enhance the quality of investment
– Policy coherence

– The benefit of technical innovation

• Crowd in new sources of finance
– Beneficiaries (property developers)

– Domestic commercial finance (blending)

• The benefits of regional cooperation
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Options to bridge the gap
This is not all about more money


