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Water is essential for the Planet, Life and the 
Economy

Water sustains the 

planet

Water is a vital factor 

of production
Water is the essence 

of life
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Danube Water Program

Danube Water Program in a Nutshell
• Launched in 2013

• Support for the Danube Region

• Multi-donor Trust Fund

• “Smart policies, strong utilities, sustainable services”

• Bank-executed components

• Recipient executed components

Key activities: Water Supply and Sanitation
• Analytical and advisory work

• Capacity development

• Knowledge sharing
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Danube Water Program
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https://www.danubis.org/
https://www.danubis.org/


2018 Update

State of the Sector Report

 Increased public service provision



 Share of Population (2015) Using Safely Managed Drinking 
Water Services in Danube Region 

2018 Update

State of the Sector Report



 Share of Population (2015) Using Safely Managed 
Sanitation Services in Danube Region 
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State of the Sector Report



 General improvement in performance in the region
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Summary main indicators

2018 Update

State of the Sector Report



Danube Learning Partnership

www.d-leap.org



Additional challenges emerging

 Global changes
 Climate

 Population

 Economics

 Technologies



Infrastructure

3rd Phase Danube Water Program 2019-2021

Water security

Sustain

water 
resources

Deliver

water 
services

Mitigate

water risk

By 
managing

… to optimize outcomes for 

people, economy and 

environment

Climate 
change

Economic 
development

Demographic 
changes

Technologies 
and practices



Conclusions

 Overall, a number of reasons for optimism about water 

supply and sanitation sector development

 A number of key challenges remain in Danube region

‒ Access to piped water supply advancing at very low rate

‒ Overall low levels of wastewater collection and treatment mean 

that fundamental shift of approach is needed

‒ WSS utilities not always well run, performing satisfactorily nor 

operating on a financially viable basis

 Happening against backdrop of changing context, e.g. 

decreasing population and climate change

 Need for evidence-based policies, well-grounded in local 

realities, investment in people, fostering partnerships

 Embedded in a water security context
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https://www.worldbank.org/
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 EU members sprinting ahead both in terms of level of 
expenditure over GDP and sector financing per capita
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 Operating cost recovery improved in most countries
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 Share of Nonrevenue Water in Danube Region, 2013 and 2017
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